Navigation Committee

5 June 2008
Agenda Item No 11(ii)(b) 
Implementation of Provisions in the Broads Bill: Entry and 
Inspection of Vessels
 Report by Head of Waterways Strategy and Safety and Head Ranger (Navigation)
	Summary:
	This report sets out the proposed procedures in order to implement the provisions relating to “Entry and Inspection of Vessels” within the Broads Authority Bill.  It proposes a process and procedure for the authorisation and recording of entry and inspection of vessels.
The Committee’s views are sought on the proposals. 


1
Introduction
1.1
Although Royal Assent is not expected until the end of this year officers are starting to look at the process for implementing the various provisions in the Broads Authority Bill.  

1.2
The Committee will be consulted comprehensively on the introduction of the various powers and of the procedures to be followed. This report is part of this process.
2
Background
2.1
The Authority through various Byelaws made under the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads Act 1988 has the power to enter and inspect vessels for certain purposes.
2.2
Clause 17 of the Broads Authority Bill gives authorised officers of the Authority the power to enter and inspect vessels for the purpose of establishing whether requirements under the Bill and the Authority’s Byelaws are being complied with and also exercising any of the Authority’s powers and duties under those provisions.  

2.3
Certain provisions contained in the Water Resources Act 1991 are applied, and the effect of these is that, except in an emergency or the owner or master agrees a Justice’s warrant must be obtained. 
2.4
There is a requirement for the Authority, if requested to do so, to provide a full report of their findings upon any inspection to the owner or master of the vessel within 28 days of the boarding.  In this respect, the Authority will ensure that owners and masters are given written information of their right to request such a report, when their vessel is boarded or if the owner is not the master then to the owner as soon as possible after boarding.
2.5
 The Authority has agreed with national boating organisations that it will, except in emergencies, adopt an approach to inspections which is mindful of the cost, inconvenience and delay which can be caused to the user.

3
Current Position

3.1
Entry and Inspection of Vessels is carried out by authorised officers for the purpose of establishing whether the Authority’s Byelaws (apart from the Speed Limit Byelaws) are being complied with.
3.2
Inspection of Vessels can only be carried out by the Authorised officers. 
3.3
In all cases the Authority can exercise the power of entry without the owner’s permission; however every effort will be made to contact the owner / master of the vessel prior to entry.
4
Broads Authority Bill Provisions
4.1
The form already developed in support of the existing Broads Authority (Boat Safety Standards) Byelaws was agreed by the Committee on 26 April 2007 and it is proposed to use this form after appropriate amendment to cover the new provisions in the Bill.

4.2
It is proposed that the current recording and reporting of exercising of powers be continued. 
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